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nlt I S me ametasealacldwni"nk t o

- William Shakespeare
By Player Christopher G. Monley

g}%egarding this past first Saturday of October, oneof Thankf ul | vy, Mi chael di dnot

these does not belong with the others: inventive and eveevolving script. Consequently, we
a.) The Wolverines, playing in East Lansing, were entertained by the talents of a handful of others.
b.) The Tigers, battling for a playoff spot, NPl @bt2We donodt need no sti
c.) The Wings, in Sweden against the Blues, or imagines playwright Mongan snickering through a
d.) The Players, showcasing their product to smarmy smile. To disguise the lack of any discernable
members and guests in their 99th season opener,intension to get from point A to point B the audience is
the 578 Frolic. distracted by mostly clever puns and some

perspicacious banter (and, oooh, look at those square
If you guessedl.) The Playersy ou 6 r e r i g hlubblesh.eTha uebearsals for all the singing and
The Players was the only winner on that autumn day.dancing had to have been a hoot.
And, as Jim Leyland might say, an ugly win is a win
nonet hel ess. (Speaki ng o Playen @ICy Moons atbldst fulfided this lifedongD e n n
momentarily.) fantasy and made his stage entrance by way of a
swinging rappel from the rafters. Although the tight,
At the annual prérolic Twenty Year Club reunion harmonized ensemble numbers were memorable, the
dinner Players Bruce Brunsink H. C. fi Pat 0solos delivered byPlayer Mark Habel were
Campau, Gregory Capler and Thomas Pelosowere frighteningly so.Player Ben Galbo boldly brought
welcomed into the august group. After enjoying dinner Ben Bernaste The Banker to life. The costumes worn
and adul t bever ages , then BbyBebbleF thar BudbéeecendmistRAowwnm(Mongan)
prestigious assemblage of Players made their wayand Fannie MacBribePlayer Denne Osgool were
downstairs to the Great Room to delighPilayer Earl both brilliantly <conceived
Wolfeb6 s k ey b o ar Guysmaed Dolisijuneso f always been alittle creepedut by ¢l owns, K
Players President Tim Whims waiting behind the torpedestuffed brassiere actually knocked a pitcher of
curtain, listened carefully for his cue from Earl, that beer off of a front row table.
traditionally being the first eight bars of AHai l
Chiefo. To everyoneos a fuest epertormerJack a\elsbn deservesE laisr bwi s
surprise) Ti més cue t o eardgraph. Theason of iPlayert Kearg NelsanhJack t e
crewds choice, David Lee dBightetd éhe créwd wihthis eadrdg, convihcmg and
understated portrayal of Oliver Secondrate llI,
Player Henry Nelsons ang fAThe Pl ayegrsabndSoomngoot o Habel Gabsorbedh ar a
rousing ovation. His son must be so proud. smirks of many child actors can be quite annoying.
Jack was not annoying. Indeed, his proper projection,
The first play of the evening waubble Money Can mime talents and stage presence made one look
you say May?Mais non! This show has a chance to forward to a decade from now when he will be old
make June! Written byPlayer Michael Mongan enough to become a member of The Players, gifting
directed by Michael Mongan, and featuring Michael audiences with a cornucopia of compelling character
Mongan, Bubble Moneymade its Players stage debut interpretations.
on October 3, the birthday of Michael Mongan (quite
possibly, as FDR might have described it, a day thatThe second offering of the night wasundry and
will live in infamy). Bourbon, directed by Player Chuck Roberts
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Members of the Twentyear Club may remember Chris and Eric, having played on the stage together
L and Bfrom one or two past productions, as it has many times before, have developed a keen repartee. No
been proven to be an audience favorite and has in priorupstaging with this duo. Their mutual respect for each

years been chosen to be reprised in May. Itis a storyot her 6s savvy and flair | ea
about life, love (unrequited and otherwise), children, attempteddownstaging. This was a funny show, and
regrets, br oken air ¢ owad sweeitlyoshort engugh to e @ podsble foyrth echaice
Thunderbirdand the longgone best days of our lives.  in the upcoming May lineup.

During a snippet of their existence Elizabefafer Players Alan Dick and Bill Robinson closed the

Stuart Johnson and Hattie RPlayer Gordon Price) evening with their annual tongule-cheek ribbing of

discuss their lot while folding laundry and drinking several notable Players whose dubious behavior or
bourbon before a visit from nogyellie neighbor Amy achievements earned for them a covategeschewed

Lee (@layer Joseph Dabbys Tall-drink-of-water Willie Award. Alan and Bill had five months longer
Johnson <captured EI i zab e thinbusualetonprapark dheii materiah tThough tha n d
the bittersweet results of drawing out gossip that resultant presentation was therefore twice as long, it
concerned her own pitiable life. Price was a peculiar was also twice as hilarious.

piece of petite pheminity. His Hattie was a testament

to the makeup artistic genius that Bayer Tom The scheduling of the annual Willie Award Ceremony
Diffendal. Never mind the chest hair. As Price enacted to the October Afterglow slot was interesting, to say the
the phone calll t o Hatt i e deast. Granietl, PlayerrRobason was dueof town btahe y s
we realized we were wit ndémesofntg usuah presenition, yckwsing sahtboyndgso i n

growth as an actor. He was animated and funny. General Membership Meeting. And, it has been argued,
Dabbsd Amy Lee was qui t e thg audience isShinngs atithe end df lthg Masy aneeting i s

ability to deliver a character possessing a mean streak han it i s in October. Ho we
while maintaining apt comedic timing appeared for Bill been drafted for the May date, when the
effortl ess. Never mind t sBhenamyars tfaa evhioh ;the rawardsv aré @iden were e ¢
aunt has his beat. fresher in the Playersodo miri
e X a mprheg And to ensure a larger, more receptive
Kudos to the cast, director and crew who pwnd B audi ence, shoul dn 6 theforethe Wi |
together on very short notice, exemplifying the spirit May meeti ngbés financi al rep
of Nunquam Renig schedule the comedy stylings of Gallagher to follow
Eric Clapton. He woul d oOp e

Those Players who were wise enough to remain for theopinion. | could be wrong.
third show were treated to a brilliant interpretation of

Your Mo t h writtelh by AR Batl ofSix Feet And finally,
UnderandTrue Bloodfame.Player Chris Nesiwryly

directed himself as a psychiatrist who, one might 6 Twas br il |l i g, and the pull
assume, got his degree by taking correspondenceDid gyre and gimble in the kitchen:
courses through Columbia (the country, not the Player Tom Brandelwere the borogoves,
university).Player Eric Christian played the clothing  All the mome raths were delitchen.
-obsessed patient who subconsciously realizes that his

choice of mental health professional may have been Twenty Year Dinner 2009
injudicious, leading to the necessity of self
psychoanalysis. This, as you might guess, turns out to
be a lesghaneffective treatment option resulting in
humorous exchanges. Of course the psychiatrist . .
furiously attempts tg maintain control the dﬁe)étion of usual. A total of $1,200 was contributed by various
the session, flailing his patient with inane word me_mbers toward the PIayers_ Endowment fund. The
association exercises and fatuous questighgvp a t Prief’ remarks by our president were not all that
name would you giV.e vyour :PAeh Puhageogtigne washadibyalh

There were 26 Twenty Year members that attended this:
annual dinner held before the October Frolic. Tom's
Oyster Bar catered and provided a terrific meal, as
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Invitational Frolic 579

Produced by Player Allan G. Dick
I
Saturday, November 7, Friday, November 13 & Saturday, November 14, 2009
Curtain at 8:00 PM
I
Tickets $25, Tables $150
Members are entitled to one complimentary ticket to the evening of their choice.
Frolic-appropriate black tie each night for Players.
Black tie mandatory for all on closing night.
Call the office at 31259-3385 for reservation.

I
The Play's the Thing!
by

Ferenc Molnar
Adapted for the English Stage by
P. G. Wodehouse

Director: Player Eric Christian
Assistant Director: Peter W. Dawson

Cast of Characters:
Sandor Tur ai ay
MansKky : : . Pl ayg
Al bert ayer
| 1 ona ... Pl ay¢
Al mady
Johann
Mr . Me |
Lacket

Setting:
A room in a castle on the Italian Riviera, on a Saturday in summer.

ACT I
2:00 AM

ACT Il
6:00 AM

ACT Il
7:30 PM
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Acting is merely the art of keeping a large group of people from coughing.

Sir Ralph Richardson1902- 1983)

HERE'S YOUR CUE
"When my cue comes, call me and | will answer."

WANTED: PRODUCERS
For December, March & April.
Contact Bob O0&0Le
2487650667 or roleary@solaronicsusa.com

A

THE PLAYERSO LAYHOUSE WISH LIST

We <continue with the P
Started by Past President Player Chris Monley, we H
it will generate needed funds and/or items to benefit ¢

D

"Beautiful Lady." Please peruse the list and see how|you

may fulfill the wishes of your club! To whom it matters :
y y &laudine

please be reminded that all donations, cash or ug
items are tax deductible to the fullest extent allowable
law.

Notes From the Office

Dear Gentlemen,
After three years of |
this club has grown very dear to me. So, it is
a
eavy heart that | say good bye.

| have accepted a new job with Grosse Pointe

Schools. This was not an easy deC|S|on but 0
haét Xtk f&de. P! ay hous Wi 's h

ope
Vc()/vill miss you.

IBp.: 313.259.3385
Fax: 313.259.0932
Email:office @playersdetroit.org

) e |
ith a

n

Public

ne that
List

Wish Est. Cost | Donations to Datq
Smoke door cupdlashing $5,000

Roof Repairs $10,000 $1,000
Light Seven Ages of Man ahd$4,800

Side Murals

Traffic Hour:
5:00 PM Monday, November 9, 2009
Followed by a production meeting for directors

If any Player has a suggestion for inclusion to the W
List, please contact any Board member.

Wow!!l WHAT A DEAL!

Did you know that when you sponsor a new
Member, you will receive a credit on your dues in
the amount of the initiation fee paid by the new
member? Currently the initiation fee for senior
and junior active members is $150. There is no
limit to the number of new members that you
sponsor. This is a great way to save money and
keep the Players a vibrant and financially sound
club. I f youbre especi
donate the credit to one of the abundant wish list
it ems. The sky is tHe

a

WHERE® THE CALENDAR ?

It 8s on i nel On t he n
jgpvw.playersdetroit.org Still a work in progress, but revi
have been positive! Look elsewhere for the "411."
HTTP://PLAYERSDETROIT.ORG

Don't forget about the new web site!l Access/update
profile; read about the latest news and events; downld
| at est 0The Playero onlin
rehearsals; check out and upload pictures from various fu
see where pifeolic dinners will be and get directions; dowr
events to your outlook calendar!

As a member of The Players, you have the ability to stay i
with the latest news and updates going on within
organization. You can see this information onlinetimes
with the click of a few buttons. As a member, you can

e w
EWS

your
ad the
S

hctions;
load

S |

h touch
our

I

access

your profile and get the latest updates right from your computer.

Once you are a registered web site user, your permission

pproved by a site administrator and these permissions
C ﬁ cce gn@f? ?ti(g]git to various pa§ %vﬁnhm the s
to http://playersdetroit.or@nd see it today!

5 will be
vill give
te. Go

i mit SO et 6s get start

ed.



http://www.playersdetroit.org/
http://playersdetroit.org/
http://playersdetroit.org
mailto:office@playersdetroit.org
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THE PLAYERS

Presents
The 2009 Fall Invitational

The Play's the Thing!
by

Ferenc Molnar

Adapted for the English Stage by
P. G. Wodehouse

(Criginally titled The Play at the Casfle

November 7, 13 and 14, 2009
At the Historic Player's Playhouse

3321 East Jefferson Avenue, Detroit, Michigan

Call 313.259.3385 or email playenffice@sbcglobal.net for tickets.

www.playersdetroit.org
Tickets are $25.00; Players is an approved IRS 501(c)(3) Organization.

"The Play's the Thing," P. G. Wodehouse's 1926 English adaptation of Ferenc Molnar's Hungarian comedy "The Playretiaihe Dastle
potential to enchant. é With "The Guardsman, " al soacatliligpt gd fr om
"The Play's the Thing" is one of the three funniest comedies ever written about mythomania in the theater. It's plapwhightenty of
the three, being virtually posbdern in the way that it calls attention to the very theatrical conventions it so skilfulyleislso sending
them up.

Vincent Canby, NY Times, July 10, 199{
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HERE'S YOUR CUE (Continued)

The Playersdéd Family Christmas Par
Sunday, December 20, 2009
2:00pm- 5:00pm
Bring your family to Players to celebrate the holidays! Let the kids bring their lists to Santa.
There will be crafts and singing. All you need to bring is a dish to pass and a joyful spirit!
We want to make sure there are enough treats for the kids,
so please contact Claudine at 2583385 if you plan to attend.

Save the Date!
Saturday, December 19, 2009
An old tradition returns: The Players Tree Trimming Party! More information to come...

OPPORTUNITY KNOGKSSECOND TIME!

Two years ago, Utica College professor of theater Marijean Levering, Ph. D. did us the great honor of re-
searching and writing a history of The Players from 1910 to 2005, entibedroit on Stage It is a won-

derful collection of facts and anecdotes a musthave for Player historians (or wanr@a SQ&a 0 > 2 NJ |
interested in this insightful reflection on the Club and the society from which it took root, as well as an
amusing journey through the evolution of The Players into the twerftgst century. This is the only

book ever written about our Club, and Dr. Levering has done us proud!

Dr. Levering, did us the honor of appearing at the fall Invitational in 2007 to sign copies of the book,
available at the discounted price of $30.00 (which goesto The Playedrs). ¢ & o0Af f SR | a ¢
f ATSUAYS Bt shelbas fgrcibolsly agreed to pay us another visit for the upcoming November
Invitational performance oft KS t f | & Q@&Fridayk SovetnBek 38 And Saturday, November 1.

you have a book you wish to have signed, please bring it to one of those performangés. will be sign

them during the intermission (and possibly before the opening curtain) and perhaps share some inter-
esting stories about The Player®r, if you would like to purchase a book (and have it signed), they will

be available, once again, for $30.00.Fortunately, once in a lifetime has given way to second
chance.52y Qi YAaad (GKA& 2L NIdzyAdeH

THE PLAYER, VOLUME XCVIIlI, NUMBER 1, Remlnders:
SEPTEMBER2008
THE PLAYERé i s publ i shed monfhlly from September to

April, with sometimascombined December/January igsue J| 1 Invite a friend to the playhouse for a good time
and sometimesummer issue. The views expressed Rerei | T Plan on attending The ayobs

are those of the respective authors and editor anfl ndi November (see page 6 for further details).
necessarily those of the Players. Comments may be fhadsg Invite a friend to join The Players

and back issues may be available from the office, (31B) 25 Visit the Player website at

3385 or send an inquiry n—(hePlaver@plaverSdetrOit. g Www_p|aversdetroitlorq and update your info.
The Player is available on the welvai.playersdetroit.or Bring your guests to meet the BOG between

We welcome your contributions and comments. We do, wWE

the first and second show of the Frolic!
really do!



mailto:ThePlayer@theplayersdetroit.org
http://www.playersdetroit.org/
http://www.playersdetroit.org/
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From fADet r éiThe Playars Gub 494682 0 0 5 0

This insistence on participation is reflected in the club madfimquam Renig which has been tranf-
latedveryr oughl y by Al Weeks as fANone Shalll Ref Useo,
The motto is normally invoked whenever there is a job that needs to be done or a crisis that nefds to be
solved. Its exact origins are unclear, but it became a part of The Players very early and was incofjporated
into The Player crest by Edgar Bowen. The best explanation of the motto appears in the 26 January 1952
edition of The PlayerW.E. Kapp wrote a brief synopsis of the early history of The Players and prpvides
the following insight (the slightly inaccurate quote from Al Weeks is from the introducfidretBlayer;
Book of One Act Playpublished in 1928):

These Founder Players at the very beginning made The Players not just another dramati¢ society
with serious slogansi Th e Pl ay 0isfi Tthhee SThhoiwir gmu st go ond@, bl
ANunquam [ si c] Reni go on Tiwihitc hh anse bgeueont ep|oR Ina
motto of the club is not the best Latin. It is not intended to be even bad Latin. The Playgrs does
not pretend to teach or elevate anybody. Its sole object is to entertain. And so its motto i$ a com-
bination of Latin and American slang, thereby removing any suspicion that it is a little grppup of

serious thinkerso.

Reprinted from Levering, Marijean / Detroit on Stage: The Players Club, 1910-2005
Copyright © 2007 Wayne State University Press (WSUP), with the permission of WSUP

A little something about the author é

Marijean Levering grew up in Detroit and has been fascinated by the power of live theatre since she saw
a production ofGodspellin kindergarten.She has degrees in theatre from Loyola University Chicago,
Michigan State University and Wayne State Universityhile she was at Loyola, she studied with Dr.

Nick Patricca, igniting her passion for theatre histomhis interest was furthered in her studies with
Professor Frank Rutledge at MSWhe process of pursuing her Ph.D. brought her back to Detroit and gave
her the opportunity to research and write a history of The Players, resulting in a book with Wayne State
University Press and an article with tMechigan Historical Review She is an Associate Professor of
Theatre at Utica College, where she has been teaching since 2086ugh she considers herself a
generalist, her main love and her research still relates to theatre history, particularly American theatre
history and clubs.She directs primarily comedies from many eras, although she has a soft spot for dark
comedies.Dr. Levering lives in central New York but still spends as much time as she can in Detroit.
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